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Each animal in trouble matters.  Every one counts 
Caring For Creatures is helping—one animal, one person at a time. 
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Dear Friends & Supporters, 
 

All Animals Matter... Caring For Creatures has been operating from this philosophy from the moment we opened 

our doors in August 1988 as central Virginia’s first no-kill sanctuary.  From day one our primary focus is to provide a safe 
haven for animals with nowhere else to go.  This includes animals abandoned by their humans; animals who have      
endured years of neglect and are dealing with multiple medical issues; and animals in shelters who are terrified and 
have mentally/emotionally shut down in that environment.  For nearly 30 years CFC has given a second chance to      
animals who otherwise would have been euthanized or would have died trying to survive on their own.  
 
This lofty vision carries with it the need to provide focused health care and loving companionship by dedicated staff and 
volunteers every day.  It also requires substantial financial resources.  With that in mind, I am pleased to announce our 
#AllAnimalsMatter $10,000 Matching Gift Challenge!  Beginning OCTOBER 1, 2017 and running through                               
NOVEMBER 30, 2017, your gift will be matched dollar for dollar up to a total of $10,000!   We ask for your help in 
meeting this challenge! 
 
The #AllAnimalsMatter $10,000 Matching Gift Challenge is being presented to you by a long-time donor and            
volunteer.  This individual, who prefers to remain anonymous, has been a part of the CFC family since 2006.  She has 
donated her time and talents to many endeavors that benefit the animals some of which include dog walking and   
bathing, and off-site fundraising activities.  We are grateful to her for this special matching gift opportunity as well as 
the many varying talents she shares with CFC to benefit the animals. 
 
Please help us meet this important $10,000 #AllAnimalsMatter Matching Gift Challenge by sending your                     
tax-deductible gift, in any amount, today.   Your support will directly touch the lives of the over 200 animals receiving 
care at the sanctuary.  As an example, recently a very young kitten was brought to CFC by a kind person who observed  
someone tossing the kitten from their car.  She stopped and scooped him up and brought him to the sanctuary.  He was 
a pitiful sight – riddled with infection, dehydrated and so weak he was unable to hold up his head.  We were doubtful he 
would survive.  But Heather Wolfe, CFC’s vet tech, took on the responsibility of giving him every chance she could to 
come back to life.  She took him home each night so she could bottle feed him every few hours and then did the same 
during the day at CFC.  Fluids, antibiotics, and lots of love and encouragement literally brought this guy back to life.  The 
staff named him Spartan – he definitely has the spirit of a mighty warrior!  Spartan not only survived, but he thrived.  He 
has been adopted into a loving home where he has a feline playmate and is doing great!   
 
In the pages that follow you will read about Grace, Eric & Julie, Ginger and Brooke who found themselves in the         
category of forgotten or unwanted until they arrived at Caring For Creatures.  We honor them and are in awe of their 
courage and resiliency.   
 
Don’t delay – your help is needed to meet the #AllAnimalsMatter $10,000 
Matching Gift Challenge.  We are so very grateful for your past support and 
for being an important lifeline to so many awesome animals.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 

Mary 
Mary K. Birkholz 
President     

Spartan—healthy and 
happy!  He is now in      

his forever home. 



Thus far this year, 92 animals have 
been adopted (57 dogs and 35 cats).  
We also welcomed 128 new animals 
since the first of the year (56 dogs and 
72 cats). 
 
 

Like us on Facebook and follow all the 
news from the sanctuary!   
 
 
 

Sign up to receive our monthly e-mail 
newsletter.  Lots of great updates, pics 
and helpful information!  Send us an 
email at CFCHOME@aol.com and   
provide your email address.  Or, go to 
our website home page and sign up in 
the area to the right of our logo!   
 

 
A new outside play area is now being 
built behind The Scratching Post cat 
residence by volunteers Ed & Candy 
Lilly.  Very soon this space will be    
enjoyed by a number of our feline 
friends who prefer the company of 
humans and are not able to join other 
cats in the existing outside porches.  
Each of these special “purr”-sonalities 
will  have their own private time in this 
fun area to enjoy the fresh air,         
sunshine and maybe even catch a bug 
or two.  Thanks Ed & Candy AND our 
anonymous donor who supported the cost 
of materials. 
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NOTEWORTHY! GRACE 
By Sue Scott, Volunteer 

Unknown to neighbors, a lone dog sits in 
her home waiting for her person to      
return.  It is not to be and the dog grows 
weaker and weaker and more frightened 
and depressed every day. Help eventually 
does arrive, though weeks later, and who 
we now call Grace, is found barely alive.  
She is taken to a high-kill shelter where 
there is no future for a dog in her        
condition, but they reach out for help 
and CFC takes her in.  Now, well over a 

year later, she is finally heartworm free, has gained a much needed 25 pounds, 
and is on medication to prevent seizures.  Grace also receives several            
medications each day to help with the damage to her heart as a result of the 
heartworm infestation.  Grace looks at us with her expressive dark brown eyes 
and we all melt seeing just how she has blossomed, enjoying her walks, sniffing 
out who traveled the path before her, rolling in the grass and of course, getting 
treats.  To top it off, Grace has now stepped into the position of Office Assistant 
for Mary providing her with inspiration and smiles each day! 
 

ERIC & JULIE 
By Craig & Cheryl McGruder, Volunteers 
                 (Julie is featured on our cover page!) 

 

These gorgeous cats came from a high kill 
shelter down south.  Both had been hidden 
away in an outdoor area for many months 
with little human contact and even fewer 
creature comforts.  When they arrived at 
CFC they were both understandably          
extremely shy.  It has taken quite a while, 
but both have become different cats.  Eric is 
still shy, but he loves treats and can be 
stroked while he scarfs down his favorites.  
He adores hanging out on top of a condo or cat tree and it’s easy to see that he is 
one happy boy.  If it can be said that a cat smiles, then Eric does.  For the longest 
time Julie covered herself with her bedding in her condo.  She was amazing in how 
she managed to totally disappear under her linens.  She has been out for a while 
now and she is a total sweetheart.  Of late she has climbed into my lap where she 
gifts me with head nudges and the softest of purrs.  She is a total love.  It is almost 
inconceivable that a cat who experienced the hardships that she did can be such a 
forgiving and totally loving girl. 
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BROOKE 
By Craig & Cheryl McGruder, Volunteers 
 

This petite and beautiful tuxedo cutie is one of the longest tenured residents of the CFC 
leukemia positive room, having been here since 2010.  In addition to her leukemia, or    
perhaps as a consequence of it, Brooke has had a history of digestive issues.  She is a     
delightful little thing, full of spunk and standing up to even the biggest bully, who has 
evolved into an elite supervisor of those who clean her room.  Giving direction to those 
mopping and cleaning litter boxes is one of her specialties.  Once the cleaning is completed 
she is more than open to some serious cuddling in a lap.  We often think about what a loss 
it would have been had she been put down like so many positive cats are.  Everyone who 
meets her has had their day bettered by her company.  Thank heaven for Brooke and the 
sanctuary who gave her a chance to live a loved and valued life.    

GINGER   

Who doesn’t love a beagle?  Sadly, all too often, they are found wandering        
aimlessly either lost or even worse, abandoned in unknown territory by a human.  
Such was the case for Ginger who appeared on the property of a central Virginia 
pig sanctuary and took cover under a pick-up truck.  She was very thin and very 
frightened, but a staff person was able to lure her into a warm maintenance shop 
with food.  These kind folks were not set up for dog rescue so we agreed to take 
her at CFC.  Ginger was in need of a complete health makeover which included 
treatment for parasites, a high-quality diet to add much-needed weight and      
nutrition, treatment for heartworms, spaying and a hernia repair!  She is now 

healthy and enjoying life with her sanctuary buddy, Gryffen, an older chocolate Lab.  This unassuming little girl enjoys 
interacting with humans even though her shy side will sometimes get in the way.  Ginger is happy.  She now has her 
health, an identity and a future filled with hope!       
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If you were to ask me, I would say unequivocally that each animal in our care is special—that’s because they are!  You’ve 
read about a few of our animals in this letter.  Of our cover photos, you’ve read about Julie and I would say her face      
reflects the trust and peace she now feels in her environment.  Take a look at Leah and Lizzy.  Both Leah and  Lizzy came 
to the sanctuary from a high-kill shelter.  Leah was overlooked for adoption and by other rescues because of her shyness. 
She’s been at the sanctuary since December, 2012 and while she has overcome a great deal of her shyness, Leah is still 
wary of strangers.  Take a moment to look again at her photo; see her softly closed eyes and her face soaking in the warm 
sun as she enjoys the gentle touch of a trusted friend.   Can’t you just feel how content and happy she is in that moment?  
I can.     
 
And Lizzy.  She recently arrived here with the remnants of a large burn that runs the length of her back.  No one knows 
how that happened.  Her skin is healing nicely, but even more important is what her eyes are saying.  To me, her look says 
thank you for helping me and I’d like to be your friend!  Lizzy was very underweight when she arrived and is eating her 
meals as though she may never see food again.  With consistent and hearty meal times we are confident her fear of     
running out of food will ease.  However, we still wonder if she will ever grow into those ears!    
 
I hope in some small way I can adequately convey  just how important your support is to these animals.  We are blessed 
to have this wonderful $10,000 Matching Gift opportunity and I hope you will help in whatever way you can.  It’s           
important and it’s appreciated—you can see it in Lizzy’s eyes.  Thank you for making a difference with your gift. 
 

-Mary K. Birkholz, President 


