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Dear Friends & Supporters, 
It is with great pleasure and gratitude that I present to you our Moving Forward! $10,000 Matching Gift Challenge!   
Beginning now through September 15, 2021, our matching gift donor will match your donation in any amount, dollar-for-dollar, 
up to $10,000!   Caring For Creatures is blessed to have an awesome circle of supporters that ranges far and wide.  Our Matching 
Gift Challenge donor, Donna Horan, is one of those awesome, long-time supporters and volunteers.  Donna is out at the sanctuary 
twice a week and also contributes her time and energy to fundraising projects like baking and our bandana sales – both of which 
suffered as a result of Covid but are making a comeback.    Thank you, Donna, for providing this much-needed opportunity for 
the CFC animals.  
 
Amidst all the craziness, fear and unimaginable loss of the past 15 months, those of us in animal rescue relied on our daily routines 
to help keep us going and remain somewhat sane.  Pandemic or not, the animals still needed to be fed and their areas cleaned.  
There were still at-risk animals seeking help.  And, like always, the animals provided the love and the feeling that all is well that we 
desperately needed.  As we cared and provided for them, they returned the  favor.  The phrase – we’re all in this together –    
became more than mere words.  It became a way of living that, hopefully, becomes a part of our new normal.  As we cautiously 
begin the recovery process and expand our footsteps beyond our personal safe zones, we look forward to getting out and about 
into the community and sharing smiles and laughter once again.   
 
How will this $10,000 Matching Gift Challenge help us?  Let me share just a few of the ways your gift to this campaign will help 
the sanctuary.  A portion of the dollars will go to fund our From Nose To Tail Medical Fund (see Page 3 for more details).  Another 
percentage of the dollars raised will go to support the cost of our amazing staff who faithfully provide high-quality care every day 
to around 200 animals.  Thankfully, during the year of Covid, CFC qualified for and received two PPP forgivable loans.  This made it 
possible for us to keep our entire staff working!  Otherwise, we would have been forced to cut hours and/or lay off critically    
needed personnel.  A true blessing.  Lastly, a portion of your gifts will help us buy dog and cat food and cat litter.   Food and litter 
alone will run at least $2,500 every month.  As you can see, your gift – in any amount - will directly support the health and well-
being of the animals under our care.    We invite you to help us Move Forward by sending a gift to help CFC meet Donna’s 
$10,000 Matching Gift Challenge.   
 
All at CFC – the animals, staff and devoted volunteers – are grateful for your support of our work through the good times as well 
as the challenging ones.  Through it all, the animals directly benefit from your generosity.  Lives are saved and enhanced because 
of you.  We also thank you for your prayers and positive thoughts – they are received in the hearts of all at Caring For Creatures.   
 
Please keep reading!  We’ve crammed in as many updates as we could!   
 
Sincerely, 

Mary K. Birkholz 
Mary K. Birkholz 
President & Founder 
 

 
  

Cover Animals:  As some of you may know, Hank and Cash’s path to health has been a long one!  Hank was blind due to cataracts 

and relied on Cash to lead him around; Cash had rotten teeth, a deformed mandible (jaw bone) and a deformed, unusable left front 

leg, plus a mild heart murmur.  Both were riddled with parasites and underweight.  It took us months to accomplish, but with your 

help, Hank’s cataracts have been removed restoring his vision.  Cash received a dental and his deformed leg was amputated to    

improve his balance and mobility.  The boys were provided a high-quality diet and extensive treatment for parasites.  Both were   

neutered.  The only remaining item on their Wish List is finding a loving and responsible home! 

Daisy is a relative newcomer.  She appeared bedraggled and forlorn in the yard of a kind human who brought her to the vet for   

medical treatment.   Daisy is about 6 years old.  We were told she had a litter of kittens not all that long ago.  She is now spayed and 

fully vetted.   Daisy is a total sweetheart and will be an awesome companion.  She was thin and depleted upon arrival but is slowly 

regaining weight and overall good health.  Daisy just loves being pampered and fussed over.    Are you the perfect doting match for 

Daisy?   

Meet senior kitty Triscuit!  Triscuit is 
seeking a home with a cat-friendly dog 
he can snuggle!  But he will be happiest 

as the only feline in your family. 
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From Nose To Tail Medical Fund Notes & 
Reminders! 

 

Monthly volunteer orientations have begun 

once again!  Third Saturday of every month.  

Dogs @ 11am and Cats @ 1pm.  Email: 

CFCHOME@aol.com for more info. 

 

We now offer PayPal on our website        

donation page for processing gifts and 

payments. 

 

Please consider being one of our short-term 

Extreme Sleepover fosters during the       

extremes of weather from heat waves to      

blizzards!  For more info email us at: 

CFCHOME@aol.com. 

 

Seamstresses needed!  Work from home   

cutting down/hemming large blankets & 

quilts into smaller sized bedding.  Or, assist 

with our bandana and/or catnip pouch 

fundraising projects!  Call the office for more 

info. 

 

Follow all the CFC news through our monthly 

e-newsletter.  Sign up on the homepage of 

our website to right of the logo.  Or, send 

your email address to CFCHOME@aol.com 

and indicate you want to join our email 

newsletter list.   

 

Prefer to donate supplies?  See our Wish 

Lists on Amazon.com and Chewy.com!  Or, 

view our comprehensive Wish List on our 

website. 

 

Are you a veteran or in law enforcement? If 

so, and you are wanting to adopt an animal 

companion, your adoption fee will be paid 

by Gratitude Charlottesville Pet Project!   

 

Interested in working at the sanctuary?  We 

have open positions for Animal Care and 

Office staff.  Call or email for more details. 

 

Contact us: 

 

Caring For Creatures 

352 Sanctuary Lane 

Palmyra, VA  22963 

 

(434) 842-2404 

Fax:  (434) 842-1308 

Email:  CFCHOME@aol.com 

 

Web: www.CaringForCreatures.org 

This special fund is used to treat animal medical conditions, from the routine to the    
extreme.  In addition to routine care such as vaccines, parasite control, bloodwork     
diagnostics, and testing for heartworm/tick diseases, and FELV/FIV, CFC also pays for 
spaying/neutering, treatment for heartworm disease, dental work, x-rays, and any other 
conditions which need to be addressed.    
 
As you might guess, taking care of the animals’ medical needs is one of our largest     
expenses!  On average, we spend $3,500 each month.  That’s $43,000 annually.  Our goal 
is to maintain an ongoing balance of $4,000 in this fund to help offset these expenses.   
 
We will be dedicating a portion of the dollars received toward our Matching Gift        
Campaign to this fund.   Please consider making a gift today!   
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For over 20 years, Ellen was a valued and steadfast member of the CFC staff.  Ellen served on the CFC Board of Directors and      
utilized her bookkeeping skills to maintain all the financial records.  But she didn’t limit her talents to bookkeeping.  Ellen would 
step up to help whenever needed, and it wouldn’t be unusual to find her mixing dog food, washing dishes, doing laundry, bottle 
feeding a kitten, or picking up supplies.  If something needed to be done and she could help, Ellen was willing.   
 
She loved reaching out to our donors and volunteers and honored every gift she deposited to our account!  I loved that about her.  
She thought about the time each person took to first make the decision to send a gift and then write a check and drop it in the mail.  
She was awestruck by that process and, as a result, felt honored to receive the checks.  We regularly talked about it and I always 
felt an enlarged sense of gratitude as she shared her feelings about the gifts for the animals.   Ellen was a very spiritual person and 
strived to honor the greatness and differences in others!    
 
For Ellen, Mother Nature and the beauty that surrounded us provided endless moments of awe.  She had a special fondness for 
insects and marveled at their uniqueness and the perfection in their design!  Ellen was devoted to all animals and honored their 
lives and the gifts they shared with us.  The English language, with all of its complexities, was a fun game for Ellen and she was a 
master of that game!  She regularly shared her silly and humorous side with all of us which usually lightened the load we all carried.  
Generosity should have been Ellen’s middle name.  She was all about helping – animals and humans alike.  Her gifts have made an 
incredibly huge difference in the lives of so many animals.  Thank you, Ellen, for your special “Beingness” (she would use that word 
a lot!) and for enhancing the energy of CFC with your love and devotion.  
 
We thought a lot about how we wanted to honor Ellen here at the sanctuary.  On more than one occasion Ellen expressed how 
great it would be if CFC had a labyrinth.  We can think of no better way to honor the very essence of Ellen than with a  labyrinth.  
We’ll keep you posted on this special memorial project.     

The photos below represent just a small number of the happy adoptions that were made possible by the partnership between CFC and 
YOU!  Your support provides us with the tools and resources we need to rehabilitate animals in need of help.  We put your generosity to 
work rebuilding their bodies, their trust and their sense of self worth.  In our view, there is no greater gift you could give.  All the dogs you 
see were at risk of being euthanized in a high-kill shelter.  All but one of the cats were trapped at a colony not far from the sanctuary.  The 
other cat was surrendered to a veterinarian when her owner could no longer care for her.  Thank you for being there for these animals    
and for those who continue to arrive. 


