
Help us build a place of love,      
safety, and healing for                      

the sanctuary dogs!



Limit number of dogs in each 
Pod to 10-12 in order to keep 

stress and noise to a 
minimum.  This is critical to 

the mental/emotional health 
of the dogs.

Access to fresh air and 
spacious yards in which to 

play and relax.  Inside areas 
offer comfortable sleeping 
spaces protected from all 

extremes of weather.

Energy efficient to save on 
heating and cooling 

expenses.  Low maintenance 
building that can withstand 
the ever-changing climate 

conditions.

Each building will be self-
sufficient and provide a 

space for all aspects of care 
such as feeding, medical, 
grooming, and adoption    

meet & greets.

Use of dog-proof and sound-
proof materials for floors 

and walls.  Areas designed 
for ease of cleaning.

We have learned a lot in 35 years and this 
experience and understanding is incorporated 

into the design features of the Dog Pod.  

We have chosen the Biotekt Biophilic Earth 
Structure for our dogs. We feel it can 

accommodate our design needs as well as 
provide an energy efficient building.  It offers a 

more budget friendly option than 
conventional construction and is produced 

with recycled materials.      



The new way to build:  high tech composites made from recycled materials and 

structured earth berming systems are in a class of their own in the modern 

housing and building industry.  Materials that will last for centuries with no 

sign of decay and architecture that responds to the environment perfectly are 

creating a new paradigm shift in construction techniques.

































The Caring For Creatures Master Plan includes a total of four Dog Pods providing space for approximately 
50 dogs.  In addition, we envision an onsite Medical Clinic for the sanctuary residents and to provide low-
cost spay/neuter surgeries for community members and rescue groups.  

As we continue to move forward, additional administrative and volunteer space will also be needed to 
accommodate the growing staff and offer a central area for volunteers to check in and begin their tasks or 
work on fundraising activities .  Small guest residences will provide space to accommodate staff during 
times of weather emergencies as well as a temporary living area for working students in the animal care 
field as well as out-of-town volunteers/supporters arriving to help complete large projects and spend time 
with the animals.  

Caring For Creatures is committed to creating an environment of compassionate care for the animals who 
come to the sanctuary.  We invite you to join us on this journey to provide second chances to animals with 
nowhere else to go, and to more fully understand and appreciate the true role our animal companions play 
in our lives.









General Construction Timeline

The lead time for factory production is 
approximately two months, plus one month for 
international shipping.

The time for building on site is typically somewhat 
less than for conventional construction averaging 
4-6 months depending upon the size of structure.

The Biotekt system is Designed and Engineered to 
comply with all National and local Building Codes.

Financial

We estimate the overall costs to create Dog Pod #1 to be 
between $550,000-$600,000, depending on the costs of 
materials and labor at the time of construction.

Caring For Creatures has received commitments totaling 
over $300,000 which is half of our $600,000 goal.  All gifts 
to the Dog Pod #1 Campaign will be deposited into a 
separate Money Market account and will be restricted to 
this capital project.

Naming opportunities are available and will be discussed 
with donors privately.



Contact Information

Caring For Creatures
352 Sanctuary Lane
Palmyra, VA  22963

Mary K. Birkholz, President
Phone:  (434) 842-2404
Email:  Mary@CaringForCreatures.org

Stephanie Cimillo, Director
Phone:  (804) 687-4519
Email:  Stephanie@CaringForCreatures.org


